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Evidence of Evolution

Tic-Tac-Toe: Prove It!

Imagine you are on a research team that is studying two species believed to share a common ancestor.

1.
Work on your own, with a partner, or with a small group.

2.
Choose three quick activities from the game. Check the boxes you plan to complete. 
They must form a straight line in any direction.
3.
Have your teacher approve your plan.

4.
Do each activity, and turn in your results.
	__ Into the Past

Write a poem about the common ancestor of the two species. Include details about how the form of the common ancestor is similar to and different from its descendants.
	__ It’s in the Bones

Draw and label a body part, such as a leg or leaf, from each of the two species that displays a shared body structure. You may wish to color-code the parts, such as bones, to indicate corresponding structures.
	__ Silence Doubts

Write a persuasive letter to another scientist who thinks the two species are too different to be related. Use evidence to convince the scientist of your team’s findings.

	__ Eureka!

Imagine your team has just made an important discovery. You have found evidence that the two species share a common ancestor. Discuss your findings and what they might mean.
	__ Breaking News

Write a newspaper article that outlines your team’s findings for an everyday audience. The article should explain all the evidence that points to the two species sharing a common ancestor.
	__ Frozen in Time

Build a model of a fossil dig site. The model should depict layers of rock, one of which includes a fossil of the common ancestor of the two species.

	__ Scientific Conference

Give a multimedia presentation to share your findings at a scientific conference. Your presentation should include genetic evidence that the two species share a common ancestor.
	__ Evolution Song

Write and perform a song about the two species and their common ancestor. Include details about the structural evidence for a common ancestor.
	__ Interesting Developments
Make an illustration that depicts embryological similarities between the two species. Label common structures and write a caption explaining the illustration.
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