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Theory of Evolution by Natural Selection
Climb the Pyramid: Evolving Activities
Climb the pyramid to show what you’ve learned about Darwin’s observations and the theory of evolution by natural selection.
1.
Work on your own, with a partner, or with a small group.
2.
Choose one item from each layer of the pyramid. Check your choices.

3.
Have your teacher approve your plan.

4.
Submit or present your results.

	
	__
Scientific Dialogue
Write a dialogue in which Jean Baptiste Lamarck, Charles Lyell, Thomas Malthus, and Charles Darwin discuss and compare their theories. Perform your dialogue for 
the class. (Must be typed)
	


	
	__
Evolution Quiz
Write a quiz that could be used to test knowledge of natural selection. Have classmates 
try your quiz and give you feedback. Remember to write an answer key for the quiz. (Must be typed)
	__
Evolution Story
Write a fictional story about several generations of any 
type of organism during an environmental change. Stories may feature extinction. (Must be typed)
	


	__
Darwin’s Journal
Imagine you are Charles Darwin. Write two or three journal entries about your discoveries and the ideas 
they inspired. (Must be typed)
	__
Book Cover
Design a cover for Charles Darwin’s book about his theory of evolution, The Origin of Species. The cover should have an image on the front appropriate to the subject matter. Text on the back should summarize Darwin’s theory in as few words as possible.
	__
Galápagos Comic
Draw a comic strip that illustrates Darwin’s discoveries during his voyage on the HMS Beagle. Be creative, but include factual details about what Darwin did and what he discovered on the islands.


Alternative Assessment








2
Alternative Assessment
9
Grade 7 • Assessment Guide

© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company


